
What Being a Christian Means

Galatians 4:4-7



John 1:12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

Galatians 3:26, for you are all sons of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

Gal. 4:6, and because you are sons, God has sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, 
Father!”



I. All of Our Past Sin Debts are Covered.

A. Our new family accepts responsibility for us.

Romans 3:24-26, …being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed,

26to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

B. As sinners, we had a staggering debt before God.



II. All of Our Future Blessings Are Assured.

A. Three things happen to an adopted child.

1. The child becomes the charge of the new family.

2. The child becomes an heir of the new family.

3. The child receives a new name.



B. The same things happen to Christians.

Revelation 2:17, "…To him who overcomes I will give some of the 
hidden manna to eat.  And I will give him a white stone, and on 
the stone a new name written which no one knows except him 
who receives it."

Romans 8:16-17a, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ…”



1 Peter 1:3-5
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you,
5who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. 



III. All of Our Responsibilities Are Changed.
A. We are expected to live up to the family standards.

Eph. 2:2, in which you once walked according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, 

3among whom also we all once conducted ourselves …
4But God, who is rich in mercy …
6raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus …

"Change your ways or change your name!"



B. We assume the obligation of the new family as well.

1. The obligation to attend family gatherings.

- Hebrews 10:25, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some…

2. The obligation to share the message of the family (gospel).

- Romans 1:14, I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise.  

- 1 Corinthians 5:20, Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's 
behalf, be reconciled to God.  



3. The obligation to study and grow strong within the family.

- 2 Timothy 2:15, Be diligent (KJV, Study) to present yourself approved 
to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.  

- 2 Timothy 3:16-17, All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete (mature),
thoroughly equipped for every good work.



4. The obligation that in all things we bring glory and honor 
to God, our Father and Jesus our Savior.

Remember who's you are!
- 1 Corinthians 10:31, Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 



The Questions for the Christian to ask:

Would what I'm doing honor God?

Would God be pleased with my actions or words?

Will my words or actions cause others to turn to God?

What would Jesus do?



Trust Him as your Savior today!

Trust Him as your Lord and Master today!


